Epidemiology and cost of treatment of genital warts in Spain.
Genital warts (GW) are common and increasing in young people. Ninety percent of GW are due to Human Papillomavirus (HPV) types 6 and 11. The objective of this study was to assess the epidemiology and management costs associated with GW in Spain. A 1-year (2005) retrospective observational study was performed among a sample of gynaecologists, dermatologists and urologists in six autonomous regions in Spain. Men and women with newly diagnosed, recurrent or resistant GW were included. We estimated the incidence (new and recurrent cases) and prevalence (also including resistant cases) of GW. Healthcare resource use were collected and combined with unit costs to assess the mean cost of GW management per patient. These figures were extrapolated to the 14- to 64-year-old Spanish population to estimate the total cost of GW management from the Third Party Payer (TPP) and societal perspectives. The overall annual incidence of GW was estimated at 160.4 cases per 100,000. Overall prevalence was calculated as 182.1 cases per 100,000, corresponding to 56 446 GW cases annually (14- to 64-year-old population). The mean management cost was 833 euros and 1056 euro per patient from the TPP and societal perspective, respectively. The overall annual cost was estimated at 47 million euros and 59.6 million euros, from the TPP and societal perspective, respectively. This study provides a first overview of the burden of GW in Spain. A quadrivalent HPV vaccine that prevents HPV 6, 11, 16, 18 related diseases will have the potential to significantly decrease the socio-economic burden associated with GW in Spain.